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Teacher CoachWho are you
learning from?

Who is asking you the hard
questions? Who is cheering
you on from the sidelines?

Leader Who keeps you
accountable?

Counselor Mentor 
Who do you turn to when you need
to process challenging moments
to help you heal and grow?

Who do you turn to for
wisdom or guidance?

Friend SelfWho can you take off your 
“clergy hat” with and be yourself?

How can you show yourself
grace and kindness?
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“God is hiding.”

“How long do I have to pray before you listen to me?

“God, why have you turned your back on me?”

“I hate my life!”

“God, pull up a chair and stay a while, or are you powerless to help me?”

“Wake up and listen to me, God!!!”

“Everything is meaningless.”
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The Inner-Work of Peacemaking as a Religious Leader

Many leaders from our historical texts experienced extremely tough times where they questioned
and struggled with God. Rather than turning away from God, they sought the answers to help them
understand how God would rescue them from or meet them in their suffering. In their quest for
answers, they voiced their confusion and frustration very honestly and openly to God. They were
often so honest and open, you might duck from the lightning that you might expect to fall on them
as you read these pieces of Scripture from their stories. 

Below is a list of people whose story is told in the Bible along with a list of verses from our texts.
Look up the verses and draw a line to the quote (or summarization) that it represents.

PastorServe exists to provide pastors and churches with coaching,
consulting or crisis support. We strive to help pastors think more
intentionally about ministry's "front stage", such as your leadership
philosophy, your primary role and responsibil it ies, and how you and
others can make progress on the deeper challenges and concerns
facing your church. But our coaching also focuses on what we
consider even more important, the "back stage" of l ife, in areas
such as marriage, family, personal faith, relationships, health, and
even finances. Let's talk! |  PastorServe.org

The Blue Dove Foundation was created to
address mental i l lness and addiction in the
Jewish community as well as the greater
population. Working with organizations large and
small — both Jewish and interfaith — across the
country and around the world, we provide
educational tools and resources to help people
navigate the ever-growing challenges around
mental health. | TheBlueDoveFoundation.org

Job (Job 10:1-3)

Solomon (Ecclesiastes 1:1-2)

David (Psalm 44:23-24)

Isaiah (Isaiah 45:15)

Jeremiah (Jeremiah 14:8-9)

Habakkuk (Habakkuk 1:2-3)

Jesus (Matthew 27:46)

Bible Character Who Said It?

What stands out to you as you think about leaders from our texts struggling with God in
these ways? What surprises you most about it?
Do you identify with any of the above statements? How? 
When you are struggling with God, who do you turn to for support? What do you do to
support and care for yourself?
What is a current pressing question you have for God?
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